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NOTES ON THE CETACEA STRANDED ON THE COCOS-KEELING ISLANDS 

certainty to nuicrorhynchu, though this would 
only species likely-to occur in this area, 
entered the lagoon a few 1 
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except that G. inacrorhync.hu is usually described 

colour, and rr.y .: „.. 0 

he had helped to eat was grey, not black. < 

Locos-Keeling Islands is normally an ash or mid grey7and not 
a dark grey which is called black (hitam). 

ar f, re,a J; ively few recorded strandings of the Indian 
I dot Whale, though small schools must have 
number of beaches round the Indian 
without any note being kept of the 
lacks precise data. 


seem to be the 
The small whale which 
years later may also have belonged to it, 

, - --"*«.J as black in 

™ y J"„?™ ant _ was m 9St certain that the whale that 
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come ashore on a 
Ocean and adjacent seas 
- - event. The type specimen 

, , , Ihe earliest recorded stranding occurred in 

Jul> 1852, when several dozen individuals were marooned in 
shallow water in the Ganges delta (Blanford, 1891: 577). The 
next was on 29 March, 1912, when eight whales came ashore at 
Jorum, on the coast of Selangor in the Straits of Malacca: the 
skeleton of ore, measuring 11 feet 9" in the flesh, and the skulf 
of a second, arc now in the Rattles Museum collection. Then 
in 19M, L7 individuals were stranded at Kampong Nias, near 
1 l ;! au , Weh « °* F the nort ^ e **n end of Sumatra (Weber, 
1923; 18). I* inally 55 are reported as having come ashore at 
Besuki, on the Javanese side of the Madura Strait, on 2nd 
January, 1923, (Delsman, 1923: 33; and Dammermann, 192-4: 

3 IU et seq). The Buitenzorg Museum also contains four skulls 
which probably came from Lomblen or Solor, in the Lesser Sunda 
Islands (Dammermann, loc. cit.). This species, or certainly one 
Pilot Whale, would seem to be better known in the Flores-Timor 
Sea region, and it is said that the flesh is eaten in this area 
as, of course, is that of the North Atlantic G. melaerm in the 
Shetlands and Faroes. 
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Siboga- 


New Forms described in this number of the 
KaMes Museum (No. 22) 

Reef Corals, by .John \V. Wells. 

Acropora pinguis, p. 37. 

Acropora schmitti, p. 39. 

Pontes cocose nsis, p. 47 . 

Porites gibsonhilli, p. 45. 

Mollusca, by R. Tucker Abbott. 

Succiiiea keelingensis, p. 87 . 


Crustacea (Brachyura), by M. W. F. Tweedie. 
Plot (jpodia keelingi, p. 114 . 

Paraxanthias gibsonhilli, p. 118. 

Sesarmu sigillata, p. 131 . 

is made the °< 


Pisces, by N. B. Marshall 

Scorpaenodes keelingensis, p. 199 . 

Mammalia (Muridae), by G. H. H. Tate 
hat t us ruttus keelingensis, p. 276. 


Bulletin of the 


a new genus, 
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